
PFAS / PFOA CHEMICALS

• PFAS – Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

• PFOA – Perfluorooctanoic Acid

• PFAS -  Has been used to refer to all manmade 
synthetic chemical

• PFAS –Known as “forever chemicals” because they 
break down very slowly



PFAS CHEMICALS

• There are more than 9,000 PFAS Chemicals

• Currently, there are only testing methods for 40 



HOW DO WE COME IN CONTACT WITH PFAS CHEMICALS?

• 80% of exposure come from Consumer Products
• Food packaging
• Microwave popcorn bags
• Cosmetics 
• Treated fabrics and carpets 
• Non-stick cookware
• Dental Floss

• 20% EPA assumes comes from drinking water
• Based on a lifetime of exposure
• 2.5 liters of impacted water per day everyday for 

70 years 



WATER SYSTEMS ARE RECEIVERS 
NOT CONTRIBUTORS 





Let Them Eat Cake!!
That chocolate cake won’t last 

forever, but the chemicals in it might

In chocolate cake with icing, the FDA found PFPeA 
(perfluoropentanoic acid), another kind of PFAS 
chemical, at 17,640 ppt or 252 times the EPA’s 
drinking-water standard. This chemical was also found 
in chocolate milk at 154 ppt.





A large number of studies have examined possible relationships between levels of per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in blood and harmful health effects in people. However, 
not all of these studies involved the same groups of people, the same type of exposure, or 
the same PFAS. These different studies therefore reported a variety of health outcomes. 
Research involving humans suggests that high levels of certain PFAS may lead to the 
following:

At this time, scientists are still learning about the health effects of exposures to mixtures 
of different PFAS.
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